
 
 

July 2025 
1 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

   BRITISH BASKETBALL FEDERATION 

 

                                    OPERATIONAL REGULATIONS   

 

SEASON 2025 -2026 

  



 
 

July 2025 
2 

 

CONTENTS 

 

 ITEM PAGE NO. 

 Definitions 3-6 

 Regulations Outline 7-10 

 Investigation 11 

 Fees & Processing 12-14 

 Payment & VISA Information 15 -17 

 Playing Foreign Teams -Non FIBA Events 18 

 Disciplinary Action & Sanctions  19 - 21 
 Administrative Offences 21-22 

 GB Internal Player Transfers 22 

 Agents 23 

 GB – FIBA Licensing Forms Links 24 

 Check List – Players Processing 25 

 Appendix A – VISA Eligibility Grid 26 

 Appendix B -BBNCL Club Guidance u18 Players Click here to view 

 Appendix C – BBNCL U18 Club Approval Form Click here to view 

 Appendix D – BBNCL U18 Player Approval form Click here to view 

 Appendix E – BBF Disciplinary Process Click here to view 

 Appendix F -   BBF Appeals Process Click here to view 
 

 Updated  July 2025 

NOTE - This document and any policies / regulations contained or referred to therein, can be 

updated at any time by the BBF, as a minimum to meet changes in legislation, regulations and 

operating procedures. 

These Operational Regulations come into effect on the 1st August,2025. 

 

Note – In any dispute to these or any other regulations / policies of the BBF – in compliance with 

FIBA General Statutes Article 9.3 - the FIBA General Statutes and Regulations shall prevail, including 

the BBF having the ability to utilise the Investigative Powers and Sanctions within the said FIBA 

Regulations.   

https://gb.basketball/nationality-and-licensing/
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DEFINITIONS 

1. "FIBA" shall mean the International Basketball Federation, who are the sole competent 
authority for basketball throughout the world and is recognised as such by the IOC. Unless 
specified herein, any reference to FIBA, shall include FIBA's Regional Offices, as defined by 
FIBA. For the purposes of these Regulations, in addition to the definitions listed below, all 
FIBA Definitions as documented within the respective FIBA General Statutes and Internal 
Regulations apply, including any amendments thereof.  In any dispute of these and any other 
BBF Policies or Regulations, the FIBA General Statutes and Internal Regulations or Polices 
take precedence and will be used by the BBF in managing the issue. 
 

2 The British Basketball Federation (BBF) are the National Federation and Governing Body of 
the sport in Great Britain, defined as such by FIBA under its General Statutes, Article 7 and UK 
Sport, the British Olympic Association, UKAD and the Home Country Sports Funding Bodies, 
since October 2016. It is responsible to FIBA, for ensuring GB wide governance and compliance 
with FIBA and its own regulations and policies and has delegated authority under the FIBA 
Regulations, where applicable. It is also the final appeal body in GB (subject to defined criteria 
within its Appeals Process) for all disciplinary processes managed by the Home Countries or 
the British Basketball National Championship Leagues (BBNCL) Clubs.  

 
3 UK Anti-Doping, is an active participant in the global fight against doping in sport - and is the 

national body responsible for creating a UK-wide environment of confidence in clean sport. 
Whether that is in competition, training or spectating, UKAD are working for everyone who 
loves sport. In the UK, they make sure sports bodies comply with the World Anti-Doping Code 
through implementation and management of the UK’s National Anti-Doping Policy.  
 
NOTE - The UK Anti-Doping Rules and Policy as adopted by the BBF,  apply to all persons 
licensed (whether permanently, provisionally, temporarily or otherwise) to participate in 
the sport, for which ever is the longer of a) the length of the licence period; or b) 12 months 
from the date of issue of the licence, in accordance with the BBF License Regulations (as 
detailed  herein) whether or not the licence holder is a citizen of, or resident in, the UK.  
 
A player who retires from the sport, while holding an active licence should inform the 
British Basketball Federation, via license@gb.basketball, to ensure that their license is 
cancelled.  
          

4  Leagues: Refers to any league licensed, authorised, recognised, approved or operated by 
or under the jurisdiction of the British Basketball Federation, (this includes all Home Country 
Association (HCA), operated & managed Leagues i.e. National Leagues – Non Professional), 
as defined in and subject to the FIBA General Statues, Regulations and Policies in operation 
and any amendments thereto.  

 
(a) League Club or Club means any club or entity registered as a member of and to 

participate in a Home Country Association League, are therefore automatically affiliated 
to the BFF, to comply with FIBA Regulations. 

(b) Clubs participating in any tier of a designated British Basketball Licensed National 
Championship League (Professional / Semi Professional) ie the BBNCL, must be a member 
of their respective Home Country Association and will affiliate direct with the BBF. 

(c) League season – for BBF Licensing purposes is 1st August 2025 to 31st May, 2026.  
 

(d) The British Basketball Federation National Championship Leagues (BBNCL), Male & 
Female, are defined as any elite league or competition, directly managed and operated 

mailto:license@gb.basketball
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by the BBF,  OR  a League or Leagues, or other competitions, who the BBF award a 
license, via a formal agreement or contract, its Intellectual and Commercial rights over 
elite basketball in Great Britain, as described in its Articles of Association, to a third 
party, to be operated & managed, by the said third party, as a minimum, in compliance 
with the FIBA General Statutes & Regulations and BBF Polices and  Regulations and the 
terms of the License agreement or contract. 
 The current elite licensed, highest level Leagues under the BBF, as per 4 (d) above, are 
 
1-  BBNCL 1  –   Currently Vacant 
2-  BBNCL 2  -  British Championship Basketball 
3-  BBNCL 1 - The Women’s British Basketball League   (WBBL) 

 
Under the FIBA Regulations, a Federations’ National Championship Leagues, Division 1 and 
2 (as defined by the respective National Federation, ( BBF is as at (e) above), the names of 
the clubs in these leagues are notified to FIBA each season and are subject to the FIBA A 
License Player requirements for all Non Federation Passport Holders, who they wish to 
license with the BBF. 

 
5 Home Country Association (HCA) : Refers to the members, as defined within the articles of 

the British Basketball Federation. Currently this is Basketball England, Basketball Scotland and 

Basketball Wales. As members of the BBF, they and the leagues / competitions/Clubs 
operated by them, (non Professional) and all other FIBA defined Basketball Parties are 
subject, as a minimum to all FIBA General Statutes, Regulations and Policies, BBF Articles of 
Association (where applicable), BBF Policies and Regulations, WADA and the UK Anti Doping 
Rules and any amendments thereof.  

 
6 Basketball Parties – as defined within the FIBA Regulations Book 1-89 (and any amendment 

thereof) as it applies to the British Basketball Federation, its members, leagues and clubs; 
 

The following Persons or entities, are subject to the jurisdiction of FIBA and where applicable the 
BBF, as per Sections 89 (b) to ( i)  listed below inclusive, as defined in the terms established in 
Chapters 5 and 6 of the said FIBA Regulations: 
a. FIBA Divisions; 
b. National Member Federations; 
c. Any association, club, and other organisations (including leagues) that are members 
directly or indirectly or part of the National Member Federation or of FIBA or a FIBA 
Division; 
d. Persons employed by, or engaged in activities on behalf of (whether paid or unpaid), 
licensed by, or having a direct or indirect affiliation to FIBA or to any of the entities in 
letters a., b., and c., above; 
e. Basketball Officials; 
f. Participants; 
g. Spectators; 
h. Any Person, city or state and the like bidding for the right to conduct 
events/Competitions of FIBA, a BBF, BBNCL or HCA event or competition, including the Local 
Organising Committee formed to run such events; and 

         i Any other Person bound by the General Statutes and Internal Regulations of FIBA. 
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7.  Playing Nationality –  
 A Basketball Parties League playing nationality is determined by; 
 

A- First – Government issued Passport  (Current or Expired)   or 
B-  Second - ID Card or – VISA Card – International Travel Card, issued by a National 

Government showing their Nationality when issued.    If none of the above are held 
C- Third - Birth Certificate. –  This is a BBF decision only and may be in consultation 

with FIBA,  if A or B do not apply.  
 
8.        FIBA International Transfers & Letters of Clearance – CLUB REQUIREMENTS 

      (Not Applicable to BUCS or Local Leagues Players) 
ALL PLAYERS, irrespective of their nationality or age,  who were previously registered / 
licensed outside of Great Britain, (this includes all players coming from USA Colleges 
ONLY -NOT HIGH SCHOOLS -NOTE- USA Nationals from High school will be a FIRST 
Registration) their club MUST  apply for and be in possession of a FIBA Letter of Clearance 
confirmation, (issued via the BBF / FIBA process and confirmed by email), before a 
players licence in the current season will be issued, by the BBF or on their behalf an HCA. 
  
FIBA - Young Player – means a player who has not reached their 18th birthday.  
8.1 BBF - Under 18 Player in the BB National Championship Leagues M & W- means a 

player having attained the age of 16 or 17 years .  
 
The FIBA Letter of Clearance remains valid, including transferring to another team in 
Great Britain, as long as the player does not leave Great Britain and register in another 
country.  Players leaving Great Britain (GB) after licensing to play in GB (this includes all 
HCA Leagues) in a current season, to attend Colleges and Schools abroad e.g. USA, a 
FIBA LOC or  BBF Approval (High School Players)  is required before the player can 
relicense to play in Great Britain, if they return during the same season. Any current 
license is suspended until a FIBA LOC / BBF Approval  is in place.  
 
FIBA LOC and BBF Licensing Forms – Click Here 
8.2 ALL Players i.e. who are Non GB Passport holders or hold only a Non GB ID Card, or 

only possess a GB issued Visa / Travel ID card ( e.g. persons designated as refugees, 
or seeking asylum in GB) and have never played basketball anywhere in the world 
and are licensing to play for a club in Great Britain, i.e. a first registration, the club 
MUST ensure it is in possession of a FIBA Letter of Clearance, before a playing license 
will be issued. 
 
FIRST REGISTRATION -  FIBA IR Book3 – Article 3-58 
Th term ‘ First ‘ Registration’ refers to a player that, 
A- Does not hold the nationality of the licensing National Federation ie British. 

(defined as at Point 7 above)  
and 

B- Has never been registered or licensed by a National Federation.  
 

8.3 NON National  Professional Player – Is a player who does not hold a GB Passport and 
requires the issue of a FIBA A or B License, to play in the league listed at Section 4 (b) 
above. . (Where a FIBA Competition B license is issued,  this is converted to a FIBA A 
License when the club is eliminated from the FIBA Competition.)  
 

https://gb.basketball/nationality-and-licensing/
https://gb.basketball/nationality-and-licensing/
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8.4 A maximum of 10 players  (as at 8.3 above) eligible and required to hold a FIBA A 
License, may be licensed to one team, in a league defined at 4 ( d ) above, during the 
current season, with a maximum of 6 such licenses being held at any one time, 
allowing players to play for that club.  Operating Rules or Competition Regulations, 
created by HCAs or Leagues, as defined above, may have quotas less than detailed 
here. 

 
PLEASE NOTE – It is the responsibility of the club to make the Letter of Clearance or FIBA 
A License application. The club is responsible and liable at all times for any failures to 
meet FIBA or BBF Regulations, in the application process and any Administrative or 
Disciplinary fines issued for failing to comply with any FIBA / BBF regulations.    Full 
details of the FIBA requirements, applicable costs and application form available via the 
GB Web site 
 
https://gb.basketball/fiba-players-international-clearance/ 

NOTE – A persons Visa status or any travel document issued under the GB VISA process 
does not make them British e.g.. Refugee, Asylum, EU Settled or Pre Settled .  

 
9.       Gender – 

These BBF or FIBA regulations apply to all genders and all references  to males or 

females in this text or any other texts applicable  (e.g. him, her, his, she, hers etc)   

shall be considered to apply to other genders and shall be read accordingly. 

10  Player License    - Per FIBA Regulations. 1-34 

“All league Clubs must be affiliated with their National Federation (i.e.BBF)  in 

which they are domiciled and ensure that their players are licensed by that 

National Federation. (BBF)”  

The BBF, as the FIBA National Federation, are responsible for defining the criteria 
and costs applicable to license players, to play basketball at all levels in Great 
Britain, as shown on page 10 of this document.  
 
FIBA A LICENSE 
 
This is issued by FIBA, processed via the BBF to ALL NON Nationals ie. Non GB 
Passport Holders, before they can be licensed to play in the league as identified at 
Definitions 4 (c) above. 
 
FIBA B License 
 
This is issued by FIBA, processed via the BBF to all players and staff of clubs 
participating in FIBA Europe, Club Competitions.  
 
Exemption to FIBA Rules - clubs who hold membership and will participate in 

leagues, during the current season i.e. 1st August 2025  to 31st May 2026,  

managed and operated by their respective Home Country Association (HCA), are 

automatically affiliated to the British Basketball Federation (BBF), the FIBA 

recognised National Federation for GB, to comply with Line One of the above FIBA 

regulation, 1-34.. 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/GBBasketball1/FIBATransferOrFirstRegistrationApplications2526
https://www.cognitoforms.com/GBBasketball1/FIBATransferOrFirstRegistrationApplications2526
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11.EQUALITY IN LICENSING PLAYERS - NOTE – Nationality is a protected characteristic in 
Equality Legislation and the FIBA Regulations. The BBF, as the FIBA National Governing 
Body, is responsible for all International and Domestic Player Licensing , and to ensure 
equality for all basketball players. NON UK Nationals, who are made the subject of any 
additional DOMESTIC licensing cost, by any Home Country, League or Club, over those 
shown at page 11 below, to participate in the BB National Championship Leagues or an HCA 
managed Regional League, is a breach of the said FIBA Regulations, punishable by 
Administrative Fine and or Disciplinary Action.  

 
 

BBF OPERATIONAL REGULATIONS   
 
1. As a participant in a British Basketball Federation (BBF) League or licensed professional or semi 

Professional Leagues, i.e. The designated British Basketball  National Championships Men & 
Women) or any league managed and operated  by a Home Country Association (HCA) (British 
Regional Leagues)  and in consideration of the acceptance on behalf of the affiliated Club, as 
named on the individual licence application, its participation therein and benefits therefrom, the 
affiliated Club, (hereafter referred to as the Club) as well as, but not limited to, its Office Bearers, 
players, coaches, support staff and volunteers agree to comply with, as a minimum, all the 
provisions of  UK Govt Visa Legislation, (if applicable),  the UK & WADA Anti Doping Rules, the BBF 
National Championship Leagues Policies and Operating Rules as applicable,  FIBA / BBF Policies 
and Regulations, HCA Regulations, where applicable.   
 

2. The following apply at all times namely, the UK Anti Doping Rules, the  FIBA General Statutes, FIBA 
Internal Regulations, Policies and other FIBA rules and regulations, including all BBF Policies and 
Regulations, in force at the time of all Competitions of the said British Basketball National 
Championships and HCA leagues  (jointly “Regulations”) or published under the FIBA 
REGULATIONS, including but not limited to, all Regulations on International Licensing and 
Transfers, Integrity, Code of Conduct, Betting & Corruption, Sanctions, Anti-Doping, Duty of Care, 
Safeguarding, GDPR, use of personal data for the objectives sought by the Regulations etc and 
with any decisions issued thereupon by FIBA, BBF, BBNCL or HCA and any FIBA bodies and divisions 
(jointly “FIBA”). 
 

NOTE - In any dispute relating to this or any other BBF / HCA or National Championship 

League Policy or regulation, as determined by FIBA within its Regulations, that are binding 

on all Basketball Parties, the FIBA General Statutes and Internal Regulations or Polices will 

take precedence and the BBF will apply the FIBA Regulations as required.   

 
A- The Club, must be a member of its respective Home National Governing Body and by 

doing so, for HCA Leagues ONLY, it is then affiliated to the BBF. BBNCL Clubs must be a 
member of their respective Home Country Association and affiliate direct with the BBF, 
in compliance with FIBA Regulations.  In registering any individual for a BBF Licence, 
(whether issued by the BBF direct or any entity acting as a data processor on its behalf e.g. 
one of the three HCA’s  or any third party so appointed by the BBF) the CLUB agrees, that 
those individuals and in addition, any other Basketball Parties, as defined within the FIBA 
Internal Regulations Book 1, linked to the Club, are notified and a record kept of delivery of 
this notification, as to the requirements and sanctions, as a minimum, relating to the FIBA 
Code of Conduct and the FIBA Anti-Doping Regulations, Book 4 and that of the UK Anti 
Doping Rules.   

 

https://about.fiba.basketball/en/services/resource-hub/downloads#tab=efb3a7a8-15d1-494b-8070-f55bd809304c
https://about.fiba.basketball/en/services/resource-hub/downloads#tab=efb3a7a8-15d1-494b-8070-f55bd809304c
https://about.fiba.basketball/en/services/resource-hub/downloads#tab=efb3a7a8-15d1-494b-8070-f55bd809304c
https://assets.fiba.basketball/image/upload/documents-corporate-fiba-regulations-internal-regulations-book-1.pdf
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B-  FIBA Integrity and Anti-Doping information, as well as access to online training and 
awareness, can be found via Click Here 

 
C- All Basketball Parties, as defined within the FIBA Internal Regulations Book 1, and any 

amendments thereof, shall be deemed to have made themselves familiar with and agreed 
to be bound by all FIBA General Statutes and Regulations, as per FIBA IR 1-93, all BBF 
Policies and Regulations and the UK Anti-Doping Rules and to submit to the authority of 
UK Anti- Doping in the application and enforcement of the said Anti-Doping Rules.    Click 
here for more information and links. 

 
C.1 UKAD Testing of Minors – As detailed in Section 5.7 of the UKAD Rules, all players 

under the age of 18 – Minors, are subject to the UKAD Rules and testing procedures and 

testing takes place within a defined safeguarding process.  Information via link 

https://www.ukad.org.uk/violations/testing-process-minors 
 

UKAD Requirement – NOTE - Clubs licensing or holding a license for any individual who 
is U18 MUST ensure that the player, their parent/guardian, receive a written 

communication advising that they have consented for testing through participation in any league 
(as defined on Page 3 Section 4)  and highlight the testing process.  A copy of the written 
communication should be available to the BBF if required.  
 

D- Duty of Care BBNCL CLUBS  Only (As defined in Article 4 above) - The Club must ensure that 
the Head Coach and all licensed Assistant Coaches must hold the UK Coaching, Duty to Care, 
Digital Badge.   This is a free course available via https://www.ukcoaching.org/duty-to-care.   
Evidence of course completion will be sought by the BBF in December 2025. 
 

E- At least one member of the licensed coaching staff as detailed at “D” above, will require to 
hold this Digital Badge, issued within the previous 12 months,  (issued from 1st August, 2024) 
when licensing players and staff to participate in the BBNCL CLUBS from season 2025-2026. 

 
F-  Under 18 year old Players in the  BBNCL (as at Definition Item 4 above )Safeguarding 

Requirements 
                   Club Guidance Document & Two Application Forms -  Appendices B to D 

 

All BBNCL CLUBS at the start of each season must hold approval, via their respective Home 
Country Association, to license Under 18 aged players (i.e. players having attained the age 
of 16 or 17 ). This is obtained by completing the BBF Club Approval U18 Playing In 
Professional Basketball-form.  

 
And submit it to their respective Home Country Association. 
 
Once approval has been granted by the respective HCA, the club have then to complete a 
BBF - Playing in Professional Basketball- Player Approval form and submit this to their 
respective HCA.  
Only when this approval has been granted (the player must already hold a non professional 
GB license issued by the respective HCA),  can the club apply for a GB Professional Player 
License, as an Under 18 player to play in the BBNCL. This approval is required each season 
for the player even though they may reach the age of 18 during a season.  
 
 
 

https://about.fiba.basketball/en/services/integrity-and-safeguarding#tab=element_2_0
https://www.ukad.org.uk/sites/default/files/2020-11/2021%20UK%20Anti-Doping%20Rules%20v1.0%20FINAL.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/amu6kfox/production/8cf30051c614e20e90169299a3e818f8bf0d668e.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/amu6kfox/production/8cf30051c614e20e90169299a3e818f8bf0d668e.pdf
https://www.ukad.org.uk/violations/testing-process-minors
https://www.ukcoaching.org/duty-to-care
https://gb.basketball/nationality-and-licensing/
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3. The BBF, UK Anti Doping, FIBA and the Home Countries while acting as data processors in any 
Federation licensing or other process, will collect and use personal data in compliance with the 
General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR), FIBA Regulations and all relevant UK & Swiss 
Legislation.  Our legal basis for holding and processing your data is our legitimate interest.  Data 
may be processed by other organisations that act as Data Processors on our behalf.  They will only 
use your data for the specific purposed for which they act as our data processors.  They are not 
allowed to pass this on to any other organisation, unless required to so under legal requirement.  
The personal data is not passed on or sold by us to third parties whether or not connected with 
FIBA or the BBF.  Full information about our data use policies can be found published under our 
Privacy Notice 

 
4. The Club acknowledges and agrees that any individual that a BBF licence is issued to, participates 

in the competitions of the British Basketball National Championship Leagues, an HCA or other BBF 
recognised or approved competition, is at the individuals own risk.  The individual being a person 
registered by the said Club and that the Club are required to take all reasonable measures to 
protect these individuals from the risk of participation and provide insurance cover to mitigate 
risks and injury treatment to the player and club, in compliance with the relevant UK Company 
Law, UK Regulations, FIBA, BBF, BBF National Championship Licensed Leagues, HCA Operating 
Procedures and or Policies where applicable. 
 
The British Basketball National Championship Leagues (BBNCL), HCAs, HCA Leagues and all 
affiliated Clubs,  acknowledges and irrevocably releases on behalf of the individuals and the club, 
the BBF and FIBA (and their respective members, directors, officers, employees, officials, 
volunteers, contractors or agents) from any liability (to the extent permitted by law) for any loss, 
injury or damage that any person licensed to participate may suffer in relations to their 
participation in the relevant BBF National Championship Leagues or  HCA leagues or competitions. 

 

5. 5.1 The BBNCLs, as defined at Page 4 -Definition 4 (e), of this document, HCAs and affiliated CLUBs, 
are wholly liable, at all times for their actions and the actions of those Basketball Parties, licensed 
to participate in or representing the said BBNCL, HCAs and affiliated CLUBs and this includes any 
failures by the said BBNCL, HCA and affiliated CLUBs or those Basketball Parties, as detailed in this 
Regulation at Page 4, Item 6, to meet Financial Sanctions imposed by FIBA, or any other body, on 
the BBF (due to BBNCL, HCA or affiliated Club failures to meet FIBA Regulations)  or any such 
Basketball Party, failing to meet Financial Sanctions imposed  via FIBA and or the BBF, as a result 
of the issue of an  Administrative Fine or Disciplinary process.  
 
5.2  Any third party (HCA or other agencies so engaged) acting as approved data processors on 
behalf of the BBF, who fail to meet the FIBA regulations, in the administration of the player 
licensing process, will be liable and required under these regulations to meet any fines or 
remediation requirements and costs,  imposed by FIBA on the BBF, resulting from such failures. 
The BBF may impose further fines under its Administrative Fines Sanctions process and or instigate 
Disciplinary Proceedings.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/amu6kfox/production/436e52c4e8e97d4cc8e6a21ff1bbed644864c375.pdf
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6. (A)- All Basketball Parties, as at Page 4 Item 6, (as defined by FIBA, and any amendment thereof), 
agree, that any dispute, controversy or claim arising out of or in connection with or on the occasion 
of these Operating Regulations and/or generally all BBF Policies or BBF regulations, which cannot 
be settled amicably and which remains unsettled once the remedies established by the BBF 
Policies / Regulations, British National Championship Leagues Licenses or Operating Procedures, 
HCA Policies or Regulations and where applicable FIBA Regulations, including the FIBA Appeals 
process, for all disciplinary matters, have been exhausted, shall be submitted exclusively to the 
Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) for final and binding arbitration in accordance with Swiss Law 
(excluding conflict of law provisions) and the Code of Sport-related Arbitration.   
 
 This does not apply to BBF Administration Fines, detailed herein or any FIBA Administration 
Fines imposed for failures by the BBNCLs, HCAs or affiliated club or any other entity or person 
designated as a Basketball Party, by FIBA,  via the BBF as per 5.1 and 5.2 above.  

 
6 (B)-The arbitration process shall be governed by Chapter 12 of the Swiss Act on Private 
International Law (“PILA”) to the exclusion of rules for Swiss domestic arbitration, shall be 
conducted in English and its seat shall be in Lausanne, Switzerland.  The CAS shall have the 
exclusive power to order provisional and conservatory measures. 
 
6 (C) All Basketball Parties, as defined by FIBA, under the jurisdiction of the BBF,  hereby waive the 
right of any entity or individual deemed to be a Basketball Party, in compliance with this Operating 
Regulation, to institute any claim, arbitration or litigation, or seek any other form of relief, without 
first following the remedies detailed  at Point 6 A,  in any other court or tribunal, other than the 
Court of Arbitration for Sport as detailed at Point 6 A, in accordance  with the PILA 5 or any 
amendments thereof. 
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Investigations 
 
7. (A)- All Leagues as defined at Definition 4 above, including any managed or operated competitions 

by those leagues, or any basketball party completing the BBF or a HCA managed BBF License 
process, to participate in any of the said leagues or their competitions, or any entity administering 
a process on behalf of the BBF, e.g an HCA,   the League,(as defined at Definition 4 above), Club 
or HCA or an Individual ( defined as a  FIBA Basketball Party)  acknowledges and understands that 
the FIBA Internal Regulations’ Book 1, Code of Conduct (as a minimum) and the FIBA Internal 
Regulations Book 4 – Anti-Doping,  the UKA Anti Doping Rules, including any updates or 
amendments thereof, shall apply to a League, Club  or HCA and all other Basketball Parties, linked 
in any way to the said League, Club or HCA, as defined in the said FIBA IR Book 1, Chapter 5, 
referred to above and prohibit certain conduct by those entities or persons, including without 
limitation the obligation of making prompt and complete reports to FIBA or the BBF or UK Anti 
Doping, in case of matter or facts coming to your attention and evidencing a violation of the 
aforementioned Chapter 5 or any amendment thereof. 
  
7 (B)-Any League, (as at 7a), Club or HCA and all Basketball Parties linked to any such  league, club 
or HCA, as per 7 (A) above, further agrees to report any violation of Integrity Regulations, by using 
the platform available on FIBA’s website at the following address 
http://www.fiba.basketball/integrity  . All such Leagues, Clubs or HCA understand, that no 
participant of any Competition, personnel, employees or contractors (or any other person who is 
a “Basketball Party” as per the said FIBA IR Book 1 Chapter 5, may pass on or post on social media, 
blog or discuss any inside information (defined in FIBA IR Book 1, Chapter 5), until such time that 
it may have been released officially. 
 
7 (C)-A League, Club, HCA or entity or Individual as at 7(A), understands and accepts that the BBF, 
FIBA, UK Anti Doping, may conduct investigations into the activities of any such League, Club or 
HCA  or any Basketball Party, if FIBA, the BBF or where applicable UK Anti Doping, have reasonable 
suspicions that any such League, Club or HCA or a Basketball Party, has committed a breach of the 
FIBA General Statutes, FIBA Internal Regulations, or any BBF Policies and Regulations, including 
but not exclusively, relating to FIBA Internal Regulations Book 1 Chapter 5, FIBA Safeguarding 
Policy, FIBA Internal Regulation 4 – Anti-Doping or UKAD Anti Doping Rules.   
 
7 (D)-The BBF, in adopting the FIBA Regulations into its Operational Framework, also adopts and 
enacts, the Investigatory powers and Sanctions, detailed in any of the said FIBA Regulations, as 
having the same meaning and application, as being the Investigatory Powers and Sanctions, of the 
BBF.  Such investigations may be conducted in conjunction with relevant authorities (including 
FIBA, criminal, administrative, professional and/or judicial authorities) and all Basketball Parties 
must co-operate in full with such investigations and a failure to co-operate with any such 
investigation may itself by sanctioned under the said FIBA or BBF Regulations. 

 
SANCTIONS Applicable 
 
The sanctions applicable and that can be applied to any breach of the said FIBA Regulations, BBF 
Policies or Regulations, or the UK Anti Doping Rules, are detailed within the FIBA Internal 
Regulations Book 1 Chapter 6 (including any FIBA Administrative Fines), or of FIBA Internal 
Regulation Book 4 and the UK Anti Doping Rules, are adopted as the sanctions relevant to any 
internal discipline proceedings that can be applied by the BBF, to an individual or entity, where 
the BBF has authority to initiate disciplinary proceedings  under its policies and regulations or as 
directed by FIBA. FIBA have the authority to impose its own sanctions over and above any sanction 
imposed by the BBF or UK Anti Doping, where applicable.  

https://about.fiba.basketball/en/services/integrity-and-safeguarding
https://assets.fiba.basketball/image/upload/documents-corporate-fiba-regulations-internal-regulations-book-1.pdf
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8- FEES 
 

License Type Fee  

Head Coach £80 BB National Championship Leagues (Tier 1 M&W) with 
FIBA/WABC  License 

Head Coach £65 BB National Championship – Tier 2 (M&W) 

Head Coach £130 BB National Championship Leagues  (M&W) Tier 1 Only 
– NO FIBA / WABC License  

Assistant Coach £40 BB National Championship Leagues  Only 

Team Follower £15 BB National Championship Leagues -Any person on 
bench not Coach or Player. 

   

Pro Player – Over 18 £50 BB National Championship Leagues (M&W) Only 

Pro Player Under 18  -
Possession of an GB HCA Non 
Pro League License 

£15 Player must be in possession of a GB HCA issued licence 
for HCA Competitions only, before being licensed to play 
in the BBF national Championship Leagues. 

Pro Player Over 18 in 
possession of a GB HCA 
League Licence 

£40 Player licensed with HCA league club who moves up, to 
play with the same club, in the BB National 
Championship Club Team (M&W) during current season 
i.e. 2025 – 2026 – Limited to THREE per season. 

BBF Letter of Clearance (Aged 
18 and over) (U18 FREE)  
Regulation 12 below. 

£30 Internal Transfers, involving BBF National 
Championship League Clubs (M & W)  or HCA League 
Club to National Championship Club, or vice versa. ie 
National Championship club to HCA league club 

   

  
£15 

X Border Transfers - HCA league Club to another HCA 
League Club,  (ie club in Scotland to club in England or 
Wales or vice versa) 
NOTE – INTERNAL Transfers Involving clubs in the same 
HCA League are not subject to this regulation, but the 
relevant HCA League Rules.  

FIBA - Coach – Renewal of 
FIBA WABC License -This fee 
applies only to GB Nationals. 

£60 as per FIBA Regulation- the BBF will apply & pay to FIBA 
for GB Nationals. Then invoice the club or Individual. 
NON GB Nationals require to apply via their National 
Federation. See 4 (c) below. 

FIBA Letter of Clearance 250CH Paid by all Clubs direct to FIBA 

FIBA A License – Male BBNCL £250 Paid to BBF on application for payment to FIBA 

FIBA A License  - Female 
BBNCL 

£125 Paid to BBF on application for onward payment to FIBA 

FIBA Competition B License  FIBA will invoice clubs direct under their competition 
rules. The BBF may impose an administration fee of no 
more than £20 + VAT per license.  

GB HCA Issued Licence  Valid across all non BB National Championship Leagues 

Over 18 £5 These fees are collected by the respective HCA  

Under 18 £3 And passed to  

Under 12 £1 The BBF.  

   

BBNCL CLUB Affiliation £100 Applicable to clubs in each gender of the BBNCL  

   
Note : FIBA / GB Costs shown are correct at time of publication and are subject to change.  
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8. Licensing Regulations –  SUMMARY  
 
BB National Championship (Men & Women Professional League) Regulations  
 
Players may be licensed at any time prior to midday on the last day of February. Thereafter, 
licence applications can only be considered in respect of coaches and team followers and in such 
cases only bona fide applications will be processed, after approval from the BBNCL, as 
appropriate.  
 
HCA’s operated leagues may have their own closure registration / licensing date. The GB 
Regional Licence issued by an HCA to a player during a season,  is valid in all other HCA 
managed leagues across Great Britain,  should the player transfer to another HCA and register 
to play with a new club in their league. No new license fee for that season can be charged, 
although additional new league registration / new club administration charges may apply.  
 
If a player leaves GB to play in another country after being licensed for the current season (this 
includes USA School or College) then the current license becomes invalid. Should the player 
return during a current season then a new license has to be issued, as determined under these 
regulations, including any FIBA LOC required. 
 
To be eligible for consideration, an application for a players International Clearance, 
accompanied by any specified documents and fees, must be received by the BBF, prior to the 
deadlines set out above. It is acknowledged that paperwork from third parties (ie Home Office 
Certificate of Sponsorship or FIBA International Clearance) may arrive post the deadlines set out 
above, however all other paperwork and fees must be received prior to the deadlines. The 
player will only be licensed once all paperwork and any payment due is received. 
 
PROCESSING 
 
NOTE: 
 

8.1 Clubs as per the respective BBNCL / HCA regulations and this document, here in, must be 
members of their respective Home Country Association.  

 
HCA League clubs are then affiliated to the BBF, without direct registration with the BBF, 
currently, as an exemption under FIBA Regulations granted to the BBF.   BBNCL Clubs will 
affiliate direct with the BBF. 
 
INTERNAL Transfers – All internal player transfers involving Non BBNCL Clubs (incl HCA 
leagues)  to or from BBNCL clubs, BBNCL club to BBNCL club,  or across GB Internal Borders 
, (e.g. Scotland to Wales etc), must follow the BBF Transfer Clearance Process, detailed on 
the last page of this document.  Clubs in addition, should also ensure that they follow the 
transfer procedures, as detailed within the said BBNCL / HCA regulations, if applicable.  
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8.2 An non exhaustive example list of automatic Administrative Fines applicable, are shown 

at the end of this document.   As stated above ALL failures to comply with a FIBA or BBF 
Regulation by any Basketball Party, can be subject of an Administrative Fine, as well as 
Disciplinary Action.   These Administrative fines do not carry a right of appeal.  

 
 

9 BB National Championship Leagues (M&W) Only – Licensing Under 18 Players (aged 16 & 17 
years old only) MUST first be registered with their Home Country Associations, any FIBA Letter of 
Clearance requirements or FIBA A License Requirement, (required for ALL NON UK Nationals in 
BBF National Championships Only) are as normal via the BBF Online Form.  The FIBA LOC process 
must be completed prior to obtaining a GB License issued during any HCA managed registration. 
BB National Championship League Licensing – Clubs should upload a copy of their GB Regional 
License issued during HCA Registration  on the BBF National Championship License Application 
Form. The GB U18 Professional License is £15.   Further documentary evidence may be requested 
by the BBF if required.  

 
9.1 To license an under 18 year old as detailed in 9 above, to play in the BBF national 

Championship, the CLUB, is required to complete a BBF Playing in Professional 
Basketball – Club Approval form and submit this to their respective Home Country 
Association. Once approval is given, the club must apply to their HCA, for approval to 
license an Under 18 player using the BBF Playing in the Professional league- Player 
Approval Form. No license will be issued until these approvals are in place. 
 
Full details within the   Appendix B  Link below 
BBF Professional Basketball –  U18 Player - Club / Team  Guide  

 
4 British Basketball National Championship Leagues  (M&W) -  Coach & Assistant Coach –  

 
a. Coaches (including Assistant Coaches) should be appropriately qualified and meet the 

qualification requirements for the level of competition, as detailed by the BBF, BB National 
Championship Leagues, the Club and their respective HCA or within the sports Home Office 
VISA GBE requirements. Evidence of that qualification can be requested. by the BBF.  
 
Non GB Nationals -  Staff Roles - The GB International Sports Person Visa GBE, managed by 
Basketball England on behalf of all the Basketball Bodies in Great Britain, determines 
qualifications required. 

 
b. UK Nationals who are Head Coaches in the BB National Championship leagues, Tier 1 only, 

will require to be registered by BBF with FIBA, on the FIBA / WABC Coaching register – FIBA 
Regulation requirement on BBF to record Top Level Coaches. This will be done 
automatically by the BBF, at no extra cost, during the license process, if they do not 
already hold a FIBA/WABC membership.   These coaches will require to hold a Basketball 
Level 3 Coaching award . 
 

c. NON UK National Head Coaches / Assistant Coaches in the National Championship 
leagues Tier 1, are required to hold a FIBA WABC Coaching License, issued via their National 
Federation with FIBA. They will also be required to hold appropriate Coaching awards 
determined by the Home Office Basketball GBE process.  Evidence of this being issued by 
FIBA, will be required at the time of any license application . 

 

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/amu6kfox/production/d26955496d4197773431e5e327197a936f2be757.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/amu6kfox/production/d26955496d4197773431e5e327197a936f2be757.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/amu6kfox/production/4318ceedb22948cbb851d1bd99cbc62d7b9291f0.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/amu6kfox/production/4318ceedb22948cbb851d1bd99cbc62d7b9291f0.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/amu6kfox/production/0716273bac5c7ee4787da4a61359fb6d4a296227.pdf
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Licensing –  Deadlines 
 
BB National Championship Leagues (M&W)  - Players may be licensed at any time prior to 
midday on the last day of February. Thereafter, licence applications can only be considered in 
respect of coaches and team followers and in such cases only bona fide applications will be 
processed, after approval from the BBNCL (m or W), as appropriate.   ALL BBF Licenses issued 
for the current season, while they have an expiry date of 31st May, 2025,  in meeting the UKAD 
Rules, the license holder is bound by the UKAD Rules until that time, unless they have left GB. .  
 
HCA’s may have their own league closure registration date for the issuance of licenses.  
 
British Basketball National Championship Leagues (BBNCL)  -To be eligible for consideration, an 
application for a players licence, accompanied by any specified documents and fees, must be 
received by the BBF, prior to the appropriate deadlines . It is acknowledged that paperwork from 
third parties (ie Certificate of Sponsorship or FIBA International Clearance) may arrive post the 
deadlines set out above, however all other paperwork and fees must be received prior to the 
deadlines. The player will only be licensed once all paperwork is received. 
 
A MAXIMUM of three adult players (18 & Over) from a club’s NON BBNCL Team i.e. HCA 
League Team, may license during the season for the club’s BBNCL team. 

 
The online BBF Player – Staff License Application (BBNCL CLUBS  only) and online FIBA Transfer 
Forms, are available via  
https://gb.basketball/nationality-and-licensing/ 

 
Please note the FIBA Player Letter of Clearance, has a FIBA processing timescale of up to seven 
(working ) days, after FIBA approve the application or if applicable , any payment  due is made 
by the club, to FIBA . This is invoiced to the club contact in the application by FIBA. 
 
Once the FIBA Player Clearance is confirmed and approved by FIBA, then the FIBA A Licence 
(BBNCL – Player - Non UK nationals Only) – if required, is then applied for automatically by the 
BBF.   Processing by FIBA of the A License can be three to seven (working) days, to be processed, 
depending on demand.   Only then will a BBF Playing Licence will be issued.  

 
Players who do not require any FIBA processing, their BBF license will be issued within three 
working days of receipt of the relevant payment.  
 
The BBNCL CLUBS club are provided with a live link to their list of registrations and as this list is 
updated automatically as the BBF add entries to it. A link to this list is also supplied to the BBNCL 
CLUBS Administration.  

 
NOTE - The FIBA Player Letter of Clearance & FIBA A Licence, can be applied for before the BBF 
(or HCA - BBF managed) Licensing application is submitted, to expedite this process, due to the 
FIBA timescales involved.  Clubs should ensure they submit all the required information and 
documentation to negate unnecessary delay.  
 
Failure to pay FIBA the Letter of Clearance Fee within 14 days without a reasonable justification, 
Clubs will be automatically fined £150 and the application withdrawn. Clubs who pass on the 
payment link to a player are always responsible for any non payment within this time frame.  
 
Any issues with the process or with the online forms should be reported to license@gb.basketball 

https://gb.basketball/nationality-and-licensing/
mailto:license@gb.basketball
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9- PAYMENTS 
 
All Fees unless stated, are exempt from VAT and are non refundable.  
 
Method of Payment Available. 
 
1    On line credit/bank card payment at time of application 
     A payment receipt is issued automatically for club records.  
 

   IF INVOICES ARE ISSUED FOR PAYMENT, THEY MUST BE SETTLED WITHIN SEVEN DAYS OF ISSUE 
 
10- VISAS 
 
Information on Governing Body Endorsement & Visa requirements, available via Basketball England  
who operate the British GBE Requirements, as detailed in the Home Office Code of Practice, on 
behalf of Basketball Scotland, Basketball Wales and the BBF, information on visas  is via the UK Govt 
web sites.  The GBE criteria only applies to players / staff who are designated as an International 
Sports Person , who require a work visa AND will be employed by a club, licensed by the Home Office 
to do so and  who are listed to participate in the BBNCL (M&W) and the BE NBL Men Div 1, or 
employed in specific staff roles as designated within the current criteria, by the Home Country 
Associations. 
 
The  issue of a FIBA A or B License or a BBF Playing License,  IS NOT EVIDENCE of A RIGHT TO WORK 
in the UK, this is a license to play basketball, to meet FIBA Regulatory requirements.  All persons 
subject to UK Border Agency VISA regulations, require to be in possession of a valid UK Work or 
Residency Visa or a EU Residency Status e.g. Settled Status. British Basketball National 
Championship League clubs, a copy of the valid work Visa / EU Status is required to be provided in 
the license application process.   
Professional Sportsperson – Correct VISA - the club or the company employing the 
player/coach/staff member, being licensed by the Home Office to sponsor workers, have a legal 
obligation, as well as the employee , on ensuring the worker is in possession of the appropriate VISA 
to work in GB, keep appropriate documentary records, especially if they are defined as a 
Professional Sportsperson, under the Home Office criteria. Where the BBF finds that the information 
provided does not meet the legal requirements for a person to work and therefore participate in 
the BBF National Championship leagues (M&W) , England NBL Men Div 1, or a Home Country 
Association, then any license issued,  is automatically invalid and the club will subject as a minimum, 
to the penalties under the Administration Offences, as detailed below, at Point 1 and further 
Disciplinary action by the BBF.  The BBF will also inform the Home Office of the situation.  
 
NOTE – In the FIBA Letter of Clearance applications, all clubs will be required to indicate if a NON 
GB National, meets the Home Office Professional Sportsperson criteria and for all other persons 
club must confirm their Visa status.  
        
 Following relates to BBNCL  Clubs Only (as defined on Page 2) each season: 

1. The BBF will require the details of the Clubs GBE Sponsors Cert No., via the online form.  As 
Circulated    - Contained in BBF Affiliation Form 

2. The BBF will require details of each clubs Safeguarding Officer, via the on line form. As 
circulated. – Contained in BBF Affiliation Form 

3. The BBF will require the details of the person who has a current UKCC Duty to Care Digital 
Course Badge / Certificate. (Issued from 1st August 2024). Contained within BBF Affiliation 
Form – WBBL clubs only.  (For season 26-27 this will apply to Tier 2 Mens League) 

 

https://www.basketballengland.co.uk/media/sbvpjdur/gbe-criteria-2025-26.pdf
http://www.gov.uk/browse/visas-immigration
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VISAS – SUMMARY  

A - Clubs should remember that their ability to recruit & license non-UK players / staff is 

governed by law and that they must check the visa status of any non-UK citizen (including 

EU Citizens) they recruit. This requires examining, reviewing and copying the original 

documents, considering their validity against the entry criteria and then holding them on file, 

with identification as to who checked them and when, etc.  

B - FIBA/BBF  may require production of a players visa as part of any registration, 
transfer or disciplinary process. 

C  - The BBF – Non GB Passport Holders Eligibility Guide – Appendix A herein, provides 
some guidance on visa requirements for any non- GB passport holder wishing to play 
basketball in Great Britain, . The British Basketball National Championships via the 
licensed leagues  and Home Country managed leagues may set their own criteria 
(subject where applicable to BBF agreement) and in compliance with any legal 
requirements or restrictions,  as to the number of non UK Nationals (this includes all 
EU nationals) that can play for a team in any competition or game. 

D- Non UK Nationals who meet the definition of an International Sports Person must, 
where required under legislation, meet the requirements of the Home Office 
Basketball GBE criteria and then be in possession of  GBE (issued via Basketball 
England)  & or the appropriate Visa allowing them to be employed  in the British 
Basketball National Championship Leagues (M&W), or in the staff roles applicable 
to the BBF & Home Countries.  The current Home Office approved GBE Criteria 
does not apply to any other leagues operated within the Home Countries.  
 

E- The current Basketball England GBE process is ONLY applicable to players/staff of 
clubs participating in the above defined BBNCL, NBL1, or employed by the BBF or a 
Home Country Association, who meet the definition of an International Sports 
Person, detailed within the Home Office approved Basketball GBE Criteria. 
 

F- DISCLAIMER – Clubs should ensure they have obtained / sought the appropriate 
legal / expert  advice on Visa / Employment / tax requirements, as any 
information provided by the BBF, in these or other documents is for guidance 
purposes only and may be subject to change without notice. 
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11.        Playing Foreign Teams Within or Travelling to Events Outside of Great Britain 
 

This Article is to ensure compliance with FIBA General Statutes Article 9, as below, 
 
(d) Ensure at all times that their leagues, clubs, players and officials participate only in 
international activities and competitions officially recognised by their respective national 
member federation and by FIBA;  
and 
(e) Enact rules whereby they can disqualify a club from the national championship, or 

cause the respective league to disqualify such club, should that club participate in a 
non-recognised league 

 
SEE  below (P20  A 12.7), for BBF Sanctions that can be administered under this Article. 
 
REQUIREMENTS 
 
A BBF affiliated club or Home Country Association, as defined within this document, who are 
invited or wish to take part in non FIBA event or games, involving clubs or representative 
teams from other Federations  e.g  Euroleague, non FIBA European Leagues / Competitions, 
Pre season games, in season friendly matches, player development matches, within or 
outside of Great Britain will require BBF Approval.  If an GB entity as at Line 1 above, hosts an 
event involving a mix of GB and Non GB Teams, then only the Host requires to obtain the 
approval.   
 
Approval via the BBF, for an affiliated club to participate in FIBA competitions will be in 
compliance with the FIBA Regulations. 
 
All visiting teams will require confirmation from their Home Federation to travel and play in 
Great Britain. This should be held by the club/ event organisers and made available to the BBF 
on request. While in Great Britain all visiting teams should be made aware by their GB based 
hosts, that they are subject to FIBA, BBF and UKAD Polices and regulations, where applicable. 
All teams from Great Britain at home or abroad, are always required, as a minimum, to be in 
compliance with FIBA / BBF Policies and Regulations, UKAD Policies. 
 
Failure to comply with this Article, will result in Administrative Fines being imposed and 
Disciplinary Action being taken, in compliance with the FIBA General Statutes, as detailed 
below, Under Disciplinary Action (P20). 

  
A request for a Letter of Approval should be made to license@gb.basketball  
 
A copy of any invitation should be provided with the request for approval. 
 
The BBF will then implement a compliance and assurance process on the application, before 
any approval is provided. 
 
NOTE – JUNE 2025 - FIBA at this time -  have removed their formal recognition of the EBYL 
and or any associated leagues.  The BBF will not approve any application to participate in 
these competitions. Clubs / Players who do participate do so at their own risk and may be 
subject to sanctions detailed below. 

 
 

mailto:license@gb.basketball
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12 - Disciplinary Action. 
 
The BBF is the sole disciplinary body for the sport in Great Britain, as a minimum, in relation 
to breaches of the FIBA Code of Conduct, FIBA Safeguarding Policies, Anti Doping and in 
addition where defined within BBF Policies or Regulations or as designated by FIBA. 
 

All Basketball Parties, as defined by FIBA and any amendment thereof will comply at all times 
with FIBA Internal Regulations Book 1, Articles 99 & 100 and any formal request made by FIBA 
or the BBF, under the FIBA Internal Regulations Book 1, Article 101 (or any amendment 
thereof). This includes any requests made under the BBF Regulations, where the FIBA Code of 
Conduct has been adopted and enacted within the said Regulations. 

 
Where an entity or individual defined by FIBA under Regulation Book 1-89, as a Basketball 
Party (see Page 4 part 6 above) is the subject of any disciplinary proceedings by an HCA or a 
BBNCL, details of any action take, especially if it requires the suspension or removal of any 
license held, the circumstances MUST be communicated to the BBF, for a decision,  as the 
FIBA designated body responsible for licensing. 
 
If the license is suspended or removed , it must be circulated to the BBF who if required will 
notify  BBNCL and other HCAs, as well as FIBA .  
 
Any disciplinary action taken by the BBF, under its or FIBA regulations will be circulated 
accordingly with FIBA and  all HCA’s and the BB National Championship leagues (M&W) .  A 
public circulation may also be undertaken, including publication on the BBF Web site and 
social media outlets. 
 
All match officials, namely referees, table, statisticians, Commissioners and Technical 
Delegates, who are listed on the BBF Approved Officials list, supplied to a league in the 
BBNCL, the BBF has sole jurisdiction over any disciplinary investigation or proceedings, 
involving a person in one of the categories named 
 
A licensed BBNCL, may only manage a disciplinary process where a Match Official, as defined 
above, does not meet administrative game related requirements, as documented in the 
leagues operating rules or regulations and approved by the BBF.  
 
 
 
 
All communications in relation to this section should be sent to integrity@gb.basketball 

mailto:integrity@gb.basketball
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Article 12 - DISCIPLINARY OFFENCES 

12.1 Unless otherwise specified, it shall be a Disciplinary Offence to violate, through any act or 

omission, the FIBA Code of Conduct (which incorporates by reference, via FIBA article 1-93, the 

provisions of the General Statutes, the Internal Regulations, a Handbook/Event Manual, and other 

rules, regulations, policies or decisions of FIBA) as well as all BBF Policies or Regulations. 

12.2. It shall also be a Disciplinary Offence for a Basketball Party to undertake acts or omissions 

amounting to attempted violations, i.e. any act or omission which constitutes a substantial step 

towards the commission of a violation, or to any type of complicity involving a violation or 

attempted violation of the FIBA Code of Conduct, BBF Policies and Regulations, including without 

limitation inciting, aiding, abetting, inducing, instructing, facilitating, encouraging, assisting or 

covering up a violation or attempted violation of the FIBA Code of Conduct or the BBF Policies and 

Regulations. For the purposes of Manipulation of Competition Offence, preparatory actions of an 

unequivocal nature demonstrating the intent shall also constitute a Disciplinary Offence. 

12.3. A violation of FIBA article 1-113 or any other violation as per article 12.1 or 12.2 above may be 

considered an “Administrative Offence” and may be sanctioned as provided in article 13, herein. 

Offences sanctioned as an Administrative Offence are not subject to appeal. If the same conduct also 

constitutes a Disciplinary Offence, it may, in addition also be sanctionable as a Disciplinary Offence. 

12.4. Violations of the Official Basketball Rules may be sanctioned as provided in such rules, but may 

also constitute a Disciplinary Offence sanctionable under this Article 12 or FIBA IR Book 1 Chapter 6. 

12.5. All Disciplinary Offence shall be sanctioned as provided in this Article 12, or FIBA IR Book 1 

Chapter 6. unless otherwise specified. 

12.6. Violations of the FIBA Internal Regulations governing Anti-Doping shall be sanctioned 

exclusively in accordance with those provisions, unless otherwise provided therein. 

12.7  Article 11 above – Disciplinary Action - The BBF will have the right to fine; sanction; and/or  

disqualify from participation in any  competition  under the jurisdiction of  the BBF, as defined 

within these & FIBA Regulations, any Club or Player that participates (whether for reward or not) 

in a basketball event that is not approved, licensed or otherwise authorised by FIBA. The BBF will 

also suspend a clubs affiliation to the BBF. The BBNC Leagues and Home Country Associations will 

respect and support the implementation of any decision of the BBF (made in accordance with FIBA 

Regulations, detailed within Article 11 above) against any such Club or Player. 

12.8. Unless otherwise specified, offences are sanctionable regardless of whether they have been 

committed intentionally or negligently. 

12.9. In addition to personal responsibility, Home Country Associations, their leagues, the British 

Basketball National Championship Leagues and all affiliated clubs are strictly liable, and may be 

sanctioned accordingly, by FIBA and or the BBF, for the conduct of their Participants, as defined at 

Item 6 Page 4, of this document,as well as of their supporters (including Spectators). 

12.10 . Unless provided otherwise, disciplinary proceedings may be initiated at the latest ten (10) 

years from the date the offence occurred (or, in case of continuous offences, from the date the 

offence ended) or the date of knowledge of the offence by FIBA or the BBF, whichever comes later. 

12.11  The BBF Disciplinary Process applicable is created, as part these Operational Regulations and 

can be viewed by clicking this link BBF Disciplinary Process, or via www.gb.basketball Policies Page. 

https://gb.basketball/nationality-and-licensing/
http://www.gb.basketball/
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12.12  The BBF Appeals Process applicable is created, as part these Operational Regulations and can 

be viewed by clicking this link BBF Appeals Process, or via www.gb.basketball Policies Page 

Sanctions –  

Sanctions that are applicable in any disciplinary proceedings under the BBF Disciplinary area of 

responsibility and process, are those adopted by the BBF and detailed within FIBA Internal 

Regulations Book 1, Chapter 6, Article 172, i.e. Sanctions that may be applied to Legal Entities and 

Chapter 6, Article 173, i.e. Sanctions that may be applied to Natural Persons and any amendments 

thereof. In both cases references to FIBA, will also mean the BBF, where applicable. 

 
13- Administrative Offences 
 
The following automatic fines will be imposed by the BBF, on any Basketball Party, as defined within 
these or FIBA regulation, for failures to follow the requirements within this Regulation. This does 
not negate additional Administrative and or Disciplinary Action / Process that may be required 
under any of the Regulations identified within this document or FIBA Regulations and Policies.  Any 
fines imposed by FIBA on the BBF, that are due to an HCA or  Club or any other basketball party, as 
defined by FIBA, failing to comply with any of the said FIBA / BBF Regulations (as per 12.8 above) 
will be charged to the respective entity as a  £ (Pound) value. e.g. 500 CH = £500.  
 

1. Failing to comply with any FIBA or BBF Regulation, not detailed below, may be sanctioned 
as detailed in FIBA Internal Regulations, Book 1, Chapter 6 Administrative Offences – Article 
175 or any amendment thereof. 

2. Playing Unlicensed Player is subject to BB National Championship League (BBNCL) /HCA 
Operating Rules, except as below; 

3. Playing a player without International Clearance or FIBA A Licence (if applicable) – 
immediate player suspension and a minimum Fine on the club of £500 up to a maximum of 
£5000 – All matches played by the player will be forfeited. All parties (HCA/Club/Player) 
may be subject to further Administrative Fines or disciplinary action by BBF and or FIBA.  

4. License a player on behalf of the BBF, (HCA or other BBF approved entity, registration 
process) without an International Clearance being issued where it is applicable, in 
compliance with FIBA regulations. Minimum Fine of £500 up to a maximum of £5000 per 
license issued. The sanctions as per Point 2 above will also apply if the player has played in 
any HCA sanctioned Competition. 

5. BBNCL - Unlicensed Coach  - Fine - £500  (This includes FIBA Licence for Non UK Nationals) 
6. BBNCL - Unlicensed Team Support Staff – Fine - £100 
7. Failing to respond to a request for information required in these Regulations within 7 days 

– Fine - £500 
8. Failure to pay a BBF issued invoice within SEVEN DAYS -  Fine - Suspension of ALL Licenses 

UNTIL invoice is paid and a £100 administration charge per each seven days (from date of 
issue) it remains unpaid. 

9. Failure by a club to pay the FIBA Letter of Clearance Application Fee within 14 days – Fine of 
£150 and removal of the application from the FIBA system.  

10. Failure by a Club to administer the FIBA LOC Application in compliance with these 
regulations.   FINE – Minimum £20 up to a maximum £100 per Failed Application 

11. Failure by a club / player aged 18 and over to disclose previous registration with another 
Federation in the FIBA Player Self Declaration process – Fine up to £100.   

12. Fail or refuse (without compelling justification) to co-operate with any FIBA, BBF or UK Anti 
Doping Code Compliant Anti Doping investigation or proceedings.   Fine up to £2000. This is 
in addition to any disciplinary sanctions imposed by FIBA, the BBF, or UK Anti Doping  

https://gb.basketball/nationality-and-licensing/
http://www.gb.basketball/
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13. To commit an act of misconduct related to anti-doping which does not amount to an Anti 
Doping Rule Violation . Fine up to  £2000. This is in addition to any sanctions imposed by 
FIBA or UK Anti Doping.         

14. Failure to provide details of Safeguarding Officer BBNCL – Fine £100 
15. Failure to provide details of Clubs GBE Sponsorship Licence BBNCL Only  – Fine £100 
16. Failure to have a member of Staff hold the UK Coaching - Duty to Care Digital Badge, BBNCL 

ONLY Fine £100 
17. Failure to apply for GB Internal Transfer Clearance as per BBF regulations minimum Fine of 

£50 up to a maximum of £500 
18. Second and further repetitive offences, the fines will be automatically doubled in value, 

from the last fine imposed.   
19. In any dispute of these BBF regulations and sanctions, as per FIBA Regulations, then the 

FIBA General Statutes and Internal Regulations (including FIBA Sanctions) or Polices take 

precedence and will be applied by the BBF.  

 

14- BBF PLAYER TRANSFER 

6 In compliance with FIBA Regulations, the BBF requires to have in place a transfer process 

managing player movement within its boundaries. 

7 The BBF adopts the FIBA Transfer Regulations as part of its Governance Procedures and 

will interpret them to manage Transfers within the Federation boundaries of the BBF. 

8 ALL Under 18 Internal Transfers will be subject to the requirements of the FIBA Transfer 

Regulations for Young Players, as detailed in Book 3 of the said regulations, Chapter 2, as 

it applies to movements of Young Players within the Boundaries of the Federation. 

9 The U18 Transfer process will be managed by the BBF in conjunction where applicable 

with the respective HCA’s involved. 

10 All players aged 18 and over, internal transfer between clubs in the same HCA league will 

be subject of that HCA leagues transfer process.  

11 All players aged 18 and over,  transfers between Clubs from different leagues will be 

subject to the BBF process. i.e.  Player moves from Club in Wales to Scotland or England, 

to or from a BBNCL club , to or from an HCA league Club to the BBNCL team.  

12 If a club WAS NOT a member of the BBNCL in the previous season, then this process 

applies. i.e HCA league club to BBNCL  club. 

13 All Players who were registered with a Non BBNCL club subject to these regulations, will 

require to have clearance issued by the BBF, before any BBF License is issued. 

14 Applications for Transfer will be via the online form. 

15 A fee of £15 is payable at time of application for 18 and over  Internal Transfers, between 

clubs in different HCAs leagues.  

16 A fee of £30 is payable at time of application for 18 and over Internal Transfers, between 

clubs in an HCA league to a BBNCL club and vice versa  or  BBNCL club to BBNCL Club 

(M&W)   

17 All Under 18 transfers processing, No Fee will be charged by the BBF. 

18 Clubs should make themselves fully conversant with the Transfer of Under 18 Players as 

detailed in the FIBA Internal Regulation, Book 2, Chapter 3.  

19 In any dispute, as per FIBA Regulations, the FIBA General Statutes and Internal 

Regulations or Polices take precedence. 
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15- AGENTS 
 
Agent licensing is managed by FIBA and all regulations relating to them and their  
engagement with players, clubs etc are contained within the FIBA IR Book 3, Chapter 9. Only 
FIBA licensed agents can represent a player or a club in a transfer process.  
 
NOTE - Extract Chapter 9 - FIBA Agents Article 3-299   Agents 
 
a. Represent or advise more than one side in the same transaction; or 
b. Accept payment for his or her services by anyone other than his or her client, unless 
that payment is via the club, the amount documented and recovered from the player by the 
club and detailed within the players contract. or 
c. Represent or advise a club in any transaction if the FIBA-Licensed Agent (or 
any legal entity or non-incorporated business through which he operates) is 
under contract with any Player registered with that club; or 
d. Directly or indirectly use a third party to circumvent the restrictions set out in 
letters a to c above. 
d- Players and clubs shall not be involved in any transaction or payment if they are aware 
or should reasonably have been aware that an agent, whether licensed or not, is 
involved in such transaction or payment in violation of article 3-299. 
 
Contracts should clearly show that any contractual dispute will be managed via the FIBA 
Basketball Arbitration Tribunal.  Below is required to be detailed in any player contract. 
 
“Any dispute arising from or related to the present contract shall be submitted to the 
Basketball Arbitral Tribunal (BAT) in Geneva, Switzerland. 
If a Request for Arbitration is filed, the dispute shall be resolved in accordance with the BAT 
Arbitration Rules by a single arbitrator appointed by the BAT President. The arbitrator shall 
decide the dispute ex aequo et bono. 
Provided that the relevant requirements as set out in the BAT Arbitration Rules are met, 
each party may file a Payment Order Request instead of a Request for Arbitration. In such 
case, a Payment Order Procedure shall be conducted in accordance with the BAT Arbitration 
Rules. 
The parties acknowledge and agree that any Final Payment Order issued by the BAT 
President shall have the effects of a final and binding arbitral award between the parties to 
the dispute. 
In any case, the seat of the arbitration shall be Geneva, Switzerland. The arbitration shall be 
governed by Chapter 12 of the Swiss Act on Private International Law, irrespective of the 
parties' domicile. The language of the arbitration shall be English.” 
 
Further information can be obtained via https://www.fiba.basketball/bat/process or  (FIBA 
IR Book 3 Chapter 10 P56-58) 
 
Any violations or attempts to violate the FIBA Regulations governing Agents, will be 
reported to FIBA. 

 

 

 

 

https://assets.fiba.basketball/image/upload/documents-corporate-fiba-regulations-internal-regulations-book-3.pdf
https://www.fiba.basketball/bat/process


 
 

July 2025 
24 

16- Information 

FIBA International Transfer and Clearance process via 
https://gb.basketball/fiba-players-international-clearance/ 
 
Foreign Player Licensing  - FIBA A Licence- Only applicable to BBNCL CLUBS  
 
https://gb.basketball/fiba-a-licence-application/ 
 
 
Transfers – International Clearance  - transfers@gb.basketball 
 
BBNCL Licensing – license@gb.basketball 
 
BBF Safeguarding – safeguarding@gb.basketball 
 
BBF Integrity –  integrity@gb.basketball 
 
Basketball England GBE Information  - CLICK HERE 
 
Home Office Visa Information       http://www.gov.uk/browse/visas-immigration 
 
UK Visa & Immigration Centre   Tel - 0300 123 2241 
 
HCA National League Licensing – Please refer to the relevant Home Country Web Site. 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.cognitoforms.com/GBBasketball1/FIBATransferOrFirstRegistrationApplications2526
https://www.cognitoforms.com/GBBasketball1/FIBATransferOrFirstRegistrationApplications2526
https://www.cognitoforms.com/GBBasketball1/CopyOfFIBAALicenseApplication2526
https://www.cognitoforms.com/GBBasketball1/CopyOfFIBAALicenseApplication2526
mailto:transfers@gb.basketball
mailto:license@gb.basketball
mailto:safeguarding@gb.basketball
mailto:integrity@gb.basketball
https://www.basketballengland.co.uk/media/sbvpjdur/gbe-criteria-2025-26.pdf
http://www.gov.uk/browse/visas-immigration
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• Checklist (Players/ Coaches)  -  

 

National (returning player) - BBNCL – IF Applicable – BBF Transfer process if previously licensed for 
another BBNCL club. 

- BBF Transfer process if moving from HCA to HCA or HCA to BBNCL club 
or vice versa. 

- BBF License Registration (BBF or  BBF- HCA administered) 

National (new player)  - FIBA LOC (if last played overseas incl Northern Ireland) 

- BBNCL CLUBS – BBF Transfer process -if applicable  if moving from 
another BBNCL CLUB.  

- BBF Transfer process if moving from HCA to HCA ,or HCA to BBNCL 
CLUBS or vice versa. 

- BBF License Registration (BBF or  BBF HCA administered) 

Non National  

(returning player) 

- BBNCL CLUBS – If  Applicable – BBF Transfer process if moving from 
another BBNCL CLUB. 

- BBF Transfer process if moving from HCA to HCA or HCA to BBNCL 
CLUBS or vice versa. 

- FIBA ‘A’ Licence  (BBNCL CLUBS Only) 

- BBF License Registration (BBF or BBF HCA administered) 

Non National (new  player) 

ALL LEAGUES 

- FIBA LOC / FIBA Self Declaration / FIBA National Team Form– if Required - 
(NB -Note the requirements of the FIBA PSD /NTD Forms) 

- FIBA ‘A’ Licence – BBNCL CLUBS Only 

- BBF License Registration (BBF or BBF HCA administered) 

U18 Non & UK Nationals  

 

 

U18 Non National 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U18 UK & Non National 

- FIBA LOC – Required if they were registered outside of GB before being 
licensed to play in any league operated under jurisdiction of the BBF, 
which includes BBNCL CLUBS & HCA leagues. (NOT BUCS/ LOCAL 
LEAGUES) 

- FIBA Regulation Book 3 – Chapter 2 Pages 16-19 Apply 

-  

- FIBA LOC Required -as above - for all FIRST Registrations i.e. NEVER 
Played in any country before being registered with BBF (includes GB 
Licensing via an HCA)  

- BBNCL CLUBS Only - FIBA A License -Automatically processed as part of 
above 

- or 

- BBF National Championship Leagues (M&W)  FIBA A License - ONLY if a 
valid FIBA LOC to play in GB has been issued previously and they have 
not been registered outside of GB since it was issued.  

-  

- All via BBF On Line Forms 

-  

- BBF Licence via Home Nation Governing Body (HNGB) 

- BBF License Registration ( – upload copy of HCA Licence)  

- Club to ensure conformity with its own and the applicable BBF 
requirements (P11 Sec 9 above)  plus HCA Safeguarding and Medical  
requirements on the playing of young players in a Senior environment., 
including the UKAD Minors requirements, as detailed above Page  
Section 2 C in full. . 
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   Appendix A  

   British Basketball Federation  - Non GB Passport Holder Visa/Permit Eligibility Grid     

 

NOTE 

 
The above information is provided as guidance only in relation for player /staff  registration and 

eligibility purposes. 

If you require immigration guidance you must contact UK Visas and Immigration or a UK 

immigration law specialist. 

Specific league regulations governing the number of Non GB Passport holders, that can be 

registered to play by a club will be  determined within the respective regulations of the British 

Basketball National Championship Leagues, and the Home Countries Basketball leagues, in line 

with these regulations, as detailed above. 

 

CLUB level Visas that permit work or 
participation in sport 

Definition of a Professional Sportsperson (UK 
Visas & Immigration) 

 
All Clubs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BBNCL M&W 
or-England 
NBLM1 

 
 
AMATEUR 

No work restrictions 
• EU/EEA with pre-settled/settled 
status 
• Irish citizens 
• Certificate of entitlement to the right 
of abode 
• Armed Forces (Army, Navy, Air Force) 
with Commanding Officer confirmation 
• UK Ancestry & UK Ancestry 
Dependant 
• Family Member (spouse/partner of a 
settled person) 
• Settlement (Indefinite leave to 
enter/remain) 
• Refugee 

Work restricted to a club registered 
with a Home Office sponsor licence 

International Sports Person GBE 
(SGBE) 

Amateur players and/or coaches at 
amateur clubs (purely on an amateur, 
unpaid basis) 
• Youth Mobility and other Tier 5 
(Temporary Worker) routes 
• Students* 
• Visitor 
• Other work routes including 
Graduate, Tier 2 General/ICT, Skilled 
Worker, Intra Company, Global Talent, 
Innovator, Representative of Overseas 
Business, ECAA 
*Students at degree level or above 
playing or coaching sport as an 
amateur or as part of an official course 
work placement will be considered 
amateur. 

 
A player, coach, performance staff, falling within any 
of the following circumstances will be a professional 
and not amateur: 
• player , coach or performance staff at a professional 
or semi-professional level whether 
paid or unpaid, 
• receives payment, including payment in kind, and 
that payment covers all, or the majority of, their costs 
for travelling to, and living in, the UK, or has received 
such payment within the previous 4 years 
• currently registered to a professional or semi-
professional sports team or has been so registered 
within the previous 4 years (this includes all academy 
and development team age groups) 
• has represented their nation, national team, state or 
regional team within the previous 2 years, including all 
youth and development age groups from under 17s 
upwards 
• has an established international reputation in sport 
• engages an agent/representative or has engaged an 
agent/representative in the last 12 months 
• is providing services as a sportsperson or coach at any 
level of sport, unless they are doing so as an “Amateur” 
in a charity event. 
 
 
Please see UKVI’s definition of a professional 
sportsperson for what is considered amateur. 

https://betsapi.com/t/306945/BC-Neptunas-Klaipeda-Women
https://betsapi.com/t/306945/BC-Neptunas-Klaipeda-Women
https://www.gov.uk/sportsperson-visa

